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         Detroit  born baritone sax extraordinaire ALEX HARDING  and Transylvanian expat pianist  

LUCIAN BAN have been col laborating for almost two decades,  founding several  groups together,  

releasing a handful  of diverse a lbums for American and European labels,  performing count less 

concerts and tours a l l  the whi le document ing an amazing body of music. 
“In  near-te lepathic col lusion,  Harding and Ban mean what they say”  

ALL  AB OUT  JAZZ 

 

         The pair  f irst  release is  Somethin’  Holy  (2001, CIMP Records) a duet  

album with “an arrest ing immediacy” featur ing or ig inal  composit ions and 

El l ington’s Fleurette Afr icaine  showcasing the duo chemistry and musical  

concept.  In reviewing the album for the print edit ion of Al l  About Jazz  

Terrel l  Holmes  says :  
  

“Ban p la ys with  a  f luenc y and  se ns ib i l i ty  that  re ca l l s  Vlad im ir  Ho ro witz   

as  m uch a s Mc Coy Tyne r  wh i le  Ha rding can  b rea k  

you r hea rt  with  ten de rn ess o r  shat te r  you wi th  inten sity”  

 
          “Alex Harding and Lucian Ban have developed a fruitful  partnership over the years .  

Harding's bluesy,  church-steeped baritone sax is  the logical  heir  to Hamiet Bluiett 's,  while Ban's  

tasteful,  reflective piano playing combines the elegance and technical  precis ion of the European 

classical  t radit ion with wide-ranging musical  interests and a passion for improvisation”  

Jeff  Stockton ,  ALL ABOUT JAZZ  



•  In  2003 th ei r  Qu intet  featur ing d ru m legend Barry Altsch ul  a lon g wi th  Jorge Sy lvester ,  Ch r i s  Dahlgren 

was voted “B EST SHOW OF THE YEAR”  by  A l l  About  Jazz  Magaz ine  N ew York  amon g shows by  Cec i l  

Tay lor ,  Joe Lovano and others.   
 

•  In  2004 th e quintet  re lease o f  Prem onit ion  featur ing Damion Reid  on  drums (o f  Robert  Glasper  Tr io )  

Chr is  Dahlgren,  E r ik  Torren te  rece ived  4* in  an Al l  Mu sic  Guid e an d g lowin g rev iews in  th e jazz  press .   
 

•  2006 saw th e ap par it ion of  th e a l l  star  TUBA PR OJECT  featu r in g legendary  Bob  Stewart  on  tuba ,  J .D.  

A l len on  tenor  sax  and Derrek Phi l l ips  on  d ru ms.  Bud d Kop man rev iewing th e a lbu m in  AAJ say s :  

 

                        

 

 

  

 
•  Alex  Hardin g own  grou p BLUTOPIA featur in g Lucian Ban,  N ash eet  Wai ts,  Brad Jones  releases in  2006  

on th e N orwegian lab e l  Jazzaway -  The  Cal l in g ,  to  g lowin g reviews.   JAZZ TIME S ta lks about  ”mus ical  

sophist icat ion and em otional  depth”  
 

•  Alex Harding & Lu cian Ban have a l so  recorded  with  sop rano sax master  Sam Newsome  recording The 

Roman ian -Amer ican Jazz  Su ite  ( Jazzaway Records,  2009),  an  a lbu m ce lebrat in g th e amalgamat ion o f  

Roman ian fo lk  son gs an d American  jazz .  

 
 

S o u n d  s a m p l es :  
A f r i c a n  B l u t o p i a  https://soun dc loud .com/soun dluc/afr ican-blutopia  

Reson ance  http s ://soun dcloud.com/soundlu c/reson ance  

Somethin ’  Ho ly  h ttp s ://soun dc loud .com/sound luc/somethin -ho ly   

 

 

ALEX HARDING   
 

Born in Detroit (baritone sax & bass clarinet) has worked and studied with 

Yusef Lateef at the University of Massachusetts in 1990, toured Europe 

performing "Porgy and Bess". Alex joined the Julius Hemphill Saxophone 

Sextet in 1993 then began working with people such as: Muhal Richard 

Abrams, Craig Harris, Lester Bowie, Clark Terry, Joe Bowie (Defunkt), Frank 

Lacy, Hamiet Bluiett, Oliver Lake, Greg Osby, David Murray (big band), Sun Ra 

Arkestra and the Queen of soul Aretha Franklin at the 2001 "Divas Live" at 

Radio City Music Hall in New York.  
 

 The critics have hailed him as “the new voice on baritone saxophone, the 

carrier of the great legacy of Harry Carney, Pepper Adams and Hamiet 

Bluiett”. Alex Harding has released several albums as a leader garnering 

glowing reviews and appeared as guest on more than 20 albums. www.alexharding.net   

 

 

LUCIAN BAN 

Pianist Lucian Ban has "ricocheted among orthodox post bop, free jazz, and inspired 

hybrids—including his inventive arrangements of the music of Romanian composer 

George Enesco" on his all star octet album Enesco Re-imagined (Sunnyside, 2009) co-

lead with bassist John Hébert. In 2013 Ban’s quartet Elevation released the "blustery 

Mystery (Sunnyside. Ban also has a duo with American violist Mat Maneri, 

Transylvanian Concert (ECM, 2013), Peter Margasak, Chicago Reader). He has 

recorded 10 albums as a leader for labels such as Sunnyside, ECM, Jazzaway, etc. His 

latest album “Songs from Afar” by ELEVATION released by Sunnyside Records Jan 

2016 received the 5* review in DOWNBEAT Magazine. www.lucianban.com  

“With Th e Tuba Project ,  Luc ia n Ban and  A lex  Ha rd ing ha ve p ut  to gethe r a  ra ucou s,  

b lue sy,  ene rge t ic ,  and a t  t im es ecstat ic  a lbum.  Dra wing  f ro m deep  roots  in  jazz  and  

Afro -Ame ric an mu s ic ,  th ese  m us ic ians  p la y with  a  contag iou s ab andon”  

ALL ABOUT JAZZ  


